tens: wb. 


——_——_" — 


_ 


WY 


The Truth-of Chriſtiani 


Ev 


_— 
GENTLEMANG 


RELIGION: 


WITH THE 
Grounds and Reaſons of Tt. 


IN WHICH 


neral is vindicated-; Its $1 nplicity- 
aſſerted ; And ſome IntroduRtory” 
Rules, for the: diſcovering -of its 
particular DoCtrines and FI" 


are propoſed. 


— I 


: 
, 


in ge- 


Fr —_ x 


LE! 


#7; 


AY 


_ 


F* 


—_ 


AVE TIES. HEM TT EPTRCRT TA > 75 


By a Private Gentleman, 
T F AW CES) HEE, 


Printed for A. and F. Churcbil, «2 
the Black Swan in Pater. 4 
| ;noſter-Row, L 6937 - 


pn 3 


"4 "4 ” Þ 
” > = ” 
& » 4 «vio 


LOND 0 Nz+ \b.. 


4 qa mas 


(1) 


A 


GENTLEMAN's | 
RELIGION: 


WITH THE 
Grounds and Reaſons of Ft. 


Ince almoſt all Men 
( however different 
in other Opinions 
and Intereſts) have 
ever agreed in this, That there 
is a God, to whoſe power all 
things are ſubje& ; That the 
true Service and Worſhip of 
God (which is called Religt« 
A 2 on} 
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on) ſhall be rewarded with 
Future Happineſs ; and, That 
the Neglect and Contempt of 
Religion ſhall be puniſhed 
with Future Miſery ; Every 
Man ſurely has reaſon to be- 
lieve thus much at leaſt, That 
what-is ſo generally and firm- 
ly believed may be poſhbly, 
nay and is probably, a Truth, 
And whereloever there is a 
poſſibility, and much more 
where there 1s a probability, 
of a great Good on the one 
hand, .and a great Evil on 
the other; there. certainly e- 
very Man is concerned to en- 
quire into the reality of the 
thing ; that he may not miſs 
of the one, if it be attainable, 
nor fall into the other, if it be 
avoidable. I conclude there- 

fore, 
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fore; That it 15 4 very. great 
folly for any Man to give over 
ſearching after the True Rel#- 
gion, untill he has found it ; Ex- 
cept he were able to demonſtrate, 
either that there is no God ; or 
elſe, that there is no Worſhip or 
Service due to him, 

IT, In all Matters of great and 
ſerious Conſequence, no Man 
that is wiſe, will att by chance, 
and at random, without be- 


ing able to give ſome Reaſon 


for-what he does. For he that 
does any thing, and knows 
not why, 1s more likely to do 
himſelf Hurt than Good ; be- 
cauſe there are more Ways to 
the former, than to the latter, 
Since therefore Religion is a 
thing of the greateſt Moment 
and Importance that can be, 

A. } I con» 
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I conclude, that vo Mar ought 
80 chuſe his Religion blindly, 
and by chance ; but that every 
Mar ought to have ſome Reaſon 
for what be profeſſes, What- 
ever Religion, therefore, a Man 
* bred up in from bis Touth, it 
certainly ts wery fit for him, 
when be comes to Tears of Diſ- 
eretion, to enquire into the 
Grounds and Reaſons of it, 
For otherwiſe it is not poſſible 
for hum to know whether he 
be in the Right, or the 
Wrong ; in the way to Hea- 
ven, or Hell. 

II. If there be a God,and if he 
requires any ſervice or worſhip 
(i.e. any Religion) from us, it is 
undoubtedly for this End, that 
it may be a Trial of our Faith- 
fulneſs and Obedience to him. 
| Now, 


UMI 
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Now, whoſoever has a mind 
to prove his Servant, whether 
he willbe faithful and obedient, 
he will not give him ſuch dark 
and intricate Commands, as 
ſhall puzzle him to find out 
the meaning of them ; ( For, 
how can a Servant approve 
himſelf faithful and obedient, 
if he' be uncertain what it 1s 
that his Maſter requires from 
him? ) But he will ſurely give 
him ſuch Commands and Di- 
reCtions as are caſie enough to 
be underſtood, however dif- 
ficult they may be to be en- 
terprized, or accompliſhed. 
I conclude therefore, That a/l 
the Duties of Religion, which 
God requires of any Man, muſt 
needs be eaſie enough for him to 
wander ſtand, however hard they 


A.4 may 
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may be to be praitiſed, For, 
otherwiſe, Religion would be 
a Trial rather of a Man's Wit 
and Cunning, than of his 
Faithfulneſs and Obedience. 
And therefore alſo - I cannot 
but conclude, That moſt, if 
not all the Controverſies about 
Religion, which at this Day 
diſtra&t the World, do not pro- 
ceed from any Difficulty in or 
about the Determination of all 
things neceſſary in Religion it 
ſelf; but partly from the Pride 
of ſome Learned Men, who 
have loved to ſtart new and 
difficult Queſtions, and to im- 
poſe their. private Sentiments 
upon the World, that they 
might be admired for their 
Wit and Subtilty ; partly.from 
the Covetouſneſs and Ambition 


of 
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of ſome, whether Learned, or 
Unlearned, who have found 
that their Worldly Intereſt 
will be better {erved by ſome 
Doctrines ( no matter how 
falſe and precarious ) than by 
others; and partly from the 
Prejudice of moſt. Men, who 
are apt, with great Zeal and 
Eagerneſs, to contend for all 
thoſe things which, from their 
Childhood, they. have been 
taught tohave aReverence for. 
And I farther conclude, That 
whoſoever has a ſincere deſire. to 
embrace True Religion-, muſs 
lay aſide Pride, Ambition, Cox 
wetouſneſs and Prejudice, which 
would miſ-guide him ;. and 


follow his ſober and unprejudis 


cate Reaſon, which will. ever 
lead him in the right Way... 
Ag5 TV. There. 
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IV. There are different ſorts, 
or rather degrees of Aſſurance, 
which Men have concerning 
Things. Some things are evi- 
dent of themſelves, without 
any Proof; ſome things we 
are aſſured of, by the Teſti- | 
mony of our 'Senſes ; ſome | 
things we receive as Truths, 
becauſe we find them to fol- 
low from other Truths alrea- | 
dy received ; and ſome things | 
we believe only upon the Te- 
ſtimony of others. Moreover, 
ſome things we. are perſuaded 
of, without any Doubt or Dif- 
fidence ; whereas other things | 
do ſeem, at- beſt, to be but | 
likely or probable, and that 
too 1n a different degree, ac- 
cording as their. Evidence: is 


ſtronger, or weaker. Now, 
every 
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every ſober Man, where he 
has certain Evidence of a 
thing, there he aQts with Af- 
{urance ; where the Matter is 
but probable, there he pro- 
ceeds with Caution ; But 
where a Man is under a Ne- 
ceſſity of doing one way or 
other, and where the Matter 
appears doubtful on both 
ſides, there it becomes him 
to weigh the Reaſons on both 
parts with due Conſideration; - 
and according as he finds the 
greater Probability to be on 
the one hand rather than the 
other, 10 to ſquare his Adis» 
ons accordingly. Since there- 
fore every Man mult neceſlari» 
ly either live religiouſly or not 
livereligiouſly;Iconclude,that 
if upon a ſerious C 

i 
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of the matter, there appear to 
be more probable Reaſons and 
Arguments for Religion than 
againſt it, every wiſe and ſo- 
ber Man muſt embrace Rel:- 
gion, This IT fay, not but 
that I think there are even 
demonſtraitive Arguments for 
Religion ; and not ſo much 
as one probable one againſt it : 
But becauſe that which to 
me ſeems demonſtrative, to 
another may appzar but pro- 
bable, I thought it fif to note, 
That every Maa 1n point of 
common Prudence 1s obliged 
to follow Religion, if it does 
but appear more likely and 
probable to him than Irreli- 
910N, 
V. Whether it is poflible 
for any Agent to produce a 
| new 
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new Being purely out of no- 
thing, may with much ſhew 
of Reaſon be doubted ; As 
alſo Whether -meer Matter a- 
lone, without any other A» 
gent. or efficient Cauſe, can 
ever be able to work it ſelf 
into. any. different Species-.or 
Forms. _ But..this appears. .as 
certain as any thing can be ; 
That where there is neither 
any Agent or efficient Cauſe 
to work, nor any Matter or 
Subje to be wrought. upon, 
there it 1s utterly impoſſible 
for any thing .ever to be pro- 
duced into Being. Since there- 
fore I find that there are 
many things which aQually 
have a Being and Exiſtence, 
I conclude, That of: abſolute 
neceſſity there. muſs be ſome- 
thing 
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thing or other which has. been 
from all Eternity, and never 
had a Beginning. For other- 
wiſe, if we ſuppoſe that ever 
there was a time when no- 
thing at all did exiſt, it fol- 
lows, from what has been 
ſaid, thar it would be utterly 
impoſſible that any thing ever 
ſhould be produced into Exi- 
ſtence. 

VI. Since of neceſſity we 
muſt acknowledge ſomething 
to have been Eternal, T can- 
not but conclude, That he 
Eternity of ſuch a Being as 
Gods deſcribed to be, is much 
more probable and fit to 'be be- 
lieved, than the Eternity of 
ſach a Being as I fee this World 
tobe. For when I go about 
to conceive a Notion of the 

Eternity 
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Eternity of the World (I 


mean in the like Pofture that 
now it is in ) theredo occurr 
to my Mind ſuch Difficulties, 
or rather Impoſſibilities, as I 
think no Man can digeſt. 
For he that affirms the World, 
as now it ſtands, to have 
been Eternal, muſt of Ne» 
ceflity grant that there has 
been an Eternal Succeſſion of 
Men, Beaſts, and Vegetables, 
and that to a number aCtually 
infinite ; (for if the number 
be not infinite, how. can the 
Succeſſion have been Eter- 
nal?) And yet a number aCtus 
ally infinite to me appears to 
bea plain Contradiction. For 
that which is infinite cannot 
be made bigger, whereas there 
15-no number but may be made 


bigger 
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bigger . by the Addition of 
Uaits, . Again if any. one 
{hall affirm that. an infi- 
nite number is no Contradi- 
Qtion ; and that there has been 
a Succefſhon of ſuch a num- 
ber of Beings in the World ; 
then thus I argue, That if 
there has been a Succeſſion of 
an infinite number of Men, | 
Beaſts, &c. then, by a Pari- 
ty. of, Reaſon,. there has. been 
alſo:a Succeſſion. of an infinite | 
number of Days and Nights; 
and if ſo, then likewiſe of * 
an infinite number of Years 
too ; (for if the number. of | 
Years can be limited, ſo can 
that of Days too, ſince every 
Year contains juſt ſuch a cer- 
tain number. of Days.). Now | 
this. I ſuppoſe muſt be granted | 

me 
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me, That infinite numbers are 
equal: (for 1f one number be 
leſs than another, how can it 
be infinite ?) And if fo, then 
it muſt follow that in the E- 
" Wternity of the World the 
| Faoumber of Years 1s equal to 
. the namber of Days, which 

JT is abſurd ; becauſe every. Year 
| Yicontains in its felf a num- 
ber of 365 Days. Theſe Dif- 
ficulties, or rather Impoſſibi- 
lities, I ſay, do make the 
Ynotion of the World's Eter- 
nity (I mean as the World 
now 1s) to appear to me as 
an abſurd and unreaſonable 
Suppoſirion, But then as to 
God, Although I confeſs it 
Fo be difficult, and perhaps 
Impoſſible, for Man to com- 
Fpcehend the. manner, how-he 


is, 
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- 15, or can be, eternal with- 
out beginning ; yet ſince the | 
thing it. ſelf is ſo uncon- | 
trollably evident that ſome- * 
thing is ſo eternal, ( though 
the manner how 1s to me 1n- 
comprehenfible) I find no 0- 
ther Scruple or Difficulty in 
admitting the Eternity of 
God. For though it ſeems. 
contrary to all Reaſon to af. 
firm an eternal Succeſſion of. 
divers things, one after ano- 
ther, without a Beginning ; 
yet I can find no manner of 
Repugaancy in maintaining / 
that there 1s one immutable } 
Being ( z. e. God) which ne- 
ver began to be. © | 
VII. Whether the matter,of 'F: 
which this viſible world is Y 
framed, has exiſted from all Y 
Eternity, | 


_ 
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Eternity, or whether it were 
produced out of nothing by 
the Almighty Power of God, 


Fis a Queſtion which reaſon 


alone, I think, can never de- 
termine, But when I con+- 
template and conſider the 
great Variety, Order, Beauty, 
and Uſefulneſs, which do. 


gevidently appear in all the 


Parts of the World, as they. 


Fare placed: together, and an« 


{wer one another; I cannot 
but conclude, That the whole 
World,and all its Parts,are con- 


Irriv/d, framed and faſbioned,by 4 
Ini/eand powerful Being,whom we 


call God: As when I ſee a cu- 
rious Clock or Engine, I pre- 
ſently conclude that it was 
made and contrived by ſome 
Artiſt ; and ſhould —_— 

that 
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that Man who would offer 
to ſay that it was formed and 
faſhioned only by chance. 

VIII: That Miracles ( z. e. 
wonderful Works, ſurpaſſing 
the ordinary courſe of Nas» 
ture and Power of Art) have 
been wrought for Confirmas» 
tion of the Truth of Reli- 
g10n, 15 a thing that I ſhall 
take for granted at preſent, 
becauſe it will appear to be 
proved beyoad .any juſt -Ex-' 
ception 1n the Sequel of- this 
Diſcourſe ; And from thence, 
I think I may moſt reaſona- 
bly conclude, That there is « 
being Superionr to Nature, who 
can command and controll-it-4s } 
he pleaſes, i.e. in other Terms, 
That there is a God. 


IX, The 
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IX. The : Hiftories of all 
Ages, and -Travellers into all 
Countries, do univerfally.con- 
curr in this Teſtimony, That 
there is no Nation or People, 
whether learned or unlearned, 
'e Ybut what do own the being of 
1» Ya God. And thoſe few Per- 
i- ſons who have preſumed to 
deny it, have ever been 
look'd on as Frodigies and 
Monſters of Mankind, Fur- 
Fthermore , even - thoſe ' few 
is Ywho have denied the 'Being 
of God, have ever been Men 
Jof ſuch debauched and pro- 
4 Jfligate . Lives, that we have 
ho Fgreat Reaſon to believe that 
& they firſt have wiſhed that 
5, } there might be no -God - to 

puniſh them; and then, 

J without any other ground or 
1 Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, have believed, or ra- 
ther pretended to believe, 
what they have wifhed. For 
it is almoſt ever obſerved, that 
when debauched and atheiſti- 
cal Perſons do draw near to 
Death, they do either re- 
nounce their Atheiſm, own 
the being of a God, and make 
Supplication to him ; or at 
leaſt have their Minds pofleſt 
with ſuch doubts and fears, 
as plainly ſhew that they 
have ſtill] a ſtrong Suſpicion 
that there likely may be a 
God, 'for ought they know, 
who will call them to an Ac- 
count for all their Wicked- 
neſs. Since then all ſorts of 
Men, both learned and un- 
learned, and all Nations of 
Men, both civil and barba- 
rous, 
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rous, have always owned 
the Being of God; ſince 


this being has never been de- 
E nied but by very few indeed ; 


ſince that denial has rather 
proceeded from their Wiſhes 
and Defires, than from their 
Reaſon and Underſtanding ; 
and laſtly, ſince they have 
not been able wholly to ex- 
tinguiſh the Belief of. a God 
out of their Minds although 
they have earneſtly endeavou- 
red it ; I conclude, That the 
Belief of a God, in Man, is 
neither the Effet# of Chance, 
becauſe *tis Univerſal, zor of 
Tznorance, becauſe it poſlefles 
the molt Learned, nor of State- 
Policy, becauſe *tis received 
among the moſt barbarous 
and unciyiliz'd People ; but 
that 
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thar-there is a God, who has 
made all Men, and has (as 4 
Token of his Work) ſtamped 
and engraved this his Mark 
and Charatter  #pon them. | 
X, There s no Man of! 
common Senſe, who builds! 
a convenient and goodly Stru-} 
Qture, but he takes care like- 
wiſe to keepit in good Order 
and Repair, after it is built. 
And there 41s no Fabrick but, 
in Tract of Time, will vift- 
bly decay, if conſtant care 
be not taken of it. Since 
therefore, God has erected 
and framed this goodly Stru- 
Qure of the World ; and! 
ſincE1n ſo long a time there 
is no Manner of decay to be 
found in it (as is abundantly 
proved by Hackwell, in his A- 


pology 
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pology on this Subject) I con- 
clude, That God, met . oaly 
made this World by his :Power, 
but alſo governs it by his Provi- 
dence. . And for the only Ob- 
jection, which ſeems to be of 
any Force againſt God's Pro- 
yidence ; namely, that wicked . 
Men do often thrive and pro= 
ſper, whilſt good and Vertu- 
ous Men are oppreſſed with 
Miſery ; it is maſt eaſily and. 
naturally ſolved,by ſuppoſing, . 
(what ſhall anon. be —— 

That there are. abundant Re- 
wards for good ' Men ,, and.. 


.& fufficient puniſhments for the 
J wicked, to þe diſtributed.in a 


Life which is to come ; -which 
will bring all things to þe_e- 
qual at the laſt, 


B NT. Every 
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XI. Every Parent, who be- 
gets and brings up a Child ; 
every Maſter, who feeds and 
pays a Servant ; every Prince, 
who governs and proteQts his * 
Subjefs; and every Bene- 


FaQtor, who does any aCt of | 
Kindneſs for another ; may * | 
very reaſonably, and do al- | 
ways, expect a Return of 
Love, Obedience and Gra- 


titude, 1n due Proportion to 
the Benefits received from 
them. Since then God is more 
than 'a' Parent to us, for he 
made us and our Parents too; 
Gnce Re is ſo kind a Maſter, 
who' gives us our Food, and 
all the Conveniences of Lite ; 
{lince he governs and pro- 
tects us, by his over-ruling 
Providence, more —_— 

ran 
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than any earthly Prince does 
his Subjetts; And laſtly, 
fince he is our greateſt and 
ſupreme BenefaCtor, who has 
given us all the good which 
we poſlels and enjoy ; 1 can- 
S not but conclude, that he ex- 
Jl pets a VYeturn of Love, Obe- 
Y dence and Gratitude from us 
(I will not ſay proportionable 
to the Benefits received from 
him, for that, perhaps, may ex- 
ceed our Ability ; but)proportio- 
nable unto our Ability or Capacity. 
XII, That God is wiſe 
and powerful, I gather from 
his Work, which I contems. 
plate in the Viſible World. 
\nd from thence I conclude, 
hat he will ſufficiently puniſh 
thoſe Perſons [ſe afrile him, 
0 far as not to love, thank and 
B 2 obey 
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obey. him, according as he expeits 
and requires from them. "That 
hes alſo good and gracious, 
I gather from thoſe good | 
things which he has beſtowed ' 
upon us, relating both to our : 
Bodies and Minds. And from © 
thence I conclude, That he 
will abundantly reward all thoſe | 
perſons who take care to pay him | 
that Love, Gratitude and Obes | 
dience which he expetts. 

XIII. That theſe Rewards | 
and Puniſhments are not fi- | 
nally diſtributed in this Life 
is very evident : Becauſe we | 
often ſee Men, that are noto- 
rioully wicked, enjoy all the | 
pleaſures ; and others, thatare 
conſpicuouſly yertuous, under- 
0 almoſt all the Calamities 
of this World, -6yen unto 
their 
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their very Graves. I conclude 
therefore, That there is ano- 
ther Life, after this, in which 
theſe Rewards and Puni(h- 
ments ſhall be duly diftribu- 
ted, 

XIV. When a Man is once + 
convinced that there is a God, 
to whom there 1s a Service 
due; and that there are Re- 
wards and Puniſhments to be 
diſpenſed to all Men, accor- 
ding as they have performed 
or neglected that Service - 
the grand Enquiry that every 
Man is concerned to make, 
is, What he.mult do to avoid 
theſe Puniſhments, and to be 
made Partaker of theſe Re- 
wards. And (here I think I 
may moſt eaſily and natu- 
rally make theſe following 
B S Con» 
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Concluſions ; viz. 1. He who 
does what God requires from him 
ſhall not be pale but 1eward- 
ed, 2. God requires from eve- 
ry Man that he ſhould uſe his 
honeſt Endeavour, by all means, 
to know ana underſtand his 
Will as perfettly as he can, 
For this is but Reaſon for every 
Maſter to expeCt from his Ser- 
vant; much more for ſuch 
a Maſter as God. 3. If a 
Man does his heartieſt and beſt 
Endeavour, firſt to know and 
then to perform the Will of | 
God; God will require no more | 
rom him. For to me it ſeems 
utterly inconſiſtent, with the 
Wiſdom of God to expeQ, 
and with his Goodneſs to re- 
ure, any more from a Man 
n what he is able to per- 
form ; 
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form ; 2. e. any morethan his 
beſt and moſt hearty Endea- 
VOUrs. 

XV. There are,in the general, 
but two ways of finding out, 
and knowing the Will of God. 
The one is. by the uſe of our 
natural Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding ; the other is by at- 
tending to that Revelation 
which God has made of his 
Will, to. the World. Here 
then I conclude, I muſt make 
it my Buſineſs, firſ to enquire 
into the Truth and Reality of 
this Revelation ; and then, to 
make uſe of that, and my Reaſon 
together, in order to find out 
what is God's Will. 

X V I. That there was ſuch a 
Perſon as Jeſus of Nazereth, 
1n Galzlee,. in the time of Tibe- 
B 4 Vis 
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rins Ceſar, the Roman Empe- 
ror ; That he had a Company 
of poor Men for his Diſciples ; 
That He and his Diſciples went * 
about the Country of Judea, 
Teaching and Preaching; That 
he was put to death upon the ! 
Croſs, after the Rowan man- *' 
ner, under Pontizes Pilate, the } 
Roman Governor of TFugdea ; 
That after his Death, his Diſct- | 
ples went about into all, or 
moit, Parts of the then known 
World, Teaching and Preach- 
ing that this Jeſus was the 
Chriit, the Son of God, and 
Saviour of the World, and 
that he was riſen from the 
Dead, and gone into Heaven ; 
That in a few Years they con- 
verted a very great Number :: 
of People, in all places, to this ' 
Belief ; 
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Belief ; Fhat the Profeſſors of 
this 'Belief were called Chri- 
ſtians; That they were moſt. 
cruelly perſecuted, and many 
Thouſands of them put to 
dearh, and that with moſt ex- 
quiſite Torments, for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe they were 
Chriſtians; Fhat theſe Perſecu- 
tions were ſeveral times re- 
newed againſt them, for the 
ſpace of about Three Hun- 
dred Years ; And yet, for all 
this , - that- the Number -of 
Chriſtians daily increaſed, and 
that not only Ideots and Une 
learned Men, but great-Scho- 
lars and Philoſophers were 
converted to Chriſtianity, -e= 
ven 1n the Times of Perſecu- 
tion ;. All this, being merely 
Matter'of Fatt, was never yet 
B 5 denied: 
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denied by the greate(t Enemies 
of Chriſtian Religion. And, 
indeed, theſe things are 1o a- 
bundantly teſtified by the Hi- 
ſtories, and other Writings, of 
thoſe Times; and have been ſo 
generally receiv'd for Truth, | 
as well by the Oppoſers, as Be- | 
lieversof Chriftianity,bya con- 1 
ſtant, univerſal, and uninter- ? 
rupted Tradition, from thoſe ! 
Days, even unto this Time ; 
that a Man may as well deny 

the Truth of any, or of all, | 
the Hiſtories of the World, as * 
of this. Now, fince all Men ' 
generally have a ſtrong Incli- 
nation to retain and ſtick to 
that Religion (whatever it be) ? 
18 which both they and their ® 
Fathers have been broughtup; 3 


and no kis an Averſion to all 
| caule- 
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cauſeleſs Innovations in Mat* 
ters of 'Religion ; Moreover, 
fince- all Men, without ex- 
ception, who are in their Wits, 
have naturally a moſt earneft 
deſire to preſerve their Lives 
as long as they can, and to 
keep themſelves free from Pain 
and Trouble.;.I think I may 
reaſonably conclude, that zhere 
muſt have been ſome extraordi- 
nary ſtrong, and even irreſiſt able 
Motive, which could prevail up- 
on [nach Multitudes of People to 
forſake theirs and their Ance- 
ftors old Religion, and to env 
brace Chriſtianity, which then 
had but newly appeared inthe 
World, and which, in- thoſe 
Days, did ſeldom fail to involve 
its Proſelytes in moſt grievous 
Troubles and Perſecutions. 
TC XY II. 
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XVII. That this Motive 
could not be. the Hopes of any 
Profit or Advantage -1n this 
Life, is moſt evident :. Becauſe | 
Chriſtianity was.,': un: thofe 
Days, moſt- commonly perſe- 
cuted,, even unto death. It | 
mult therefore, of neceſſity, be ' 
the hopes of ſome Benefit or | 
Happineſs which ſhould ae- |} 
crue. to: them, after: this Life 
was at anend. . And this Be- 
nefit or Happineſs could not 
ſeem {mall and. inconſiderable 
to them ; nor could the Hope | 
which they conceived of it .be | 
weak, or doubtful : . For there | 
is ſcarce any Man, or ever was, | 
in the World, who would run | 
himſelf into certain Miſery 
and Perſecution, even to the 
loting of his Life, .oaly upon a 


weak 
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weak and doubtfut' Hope 'of 
ſome '/mall and intonſtderable 
Benefit or Happinels to: be en- 
Fjoyed ina. Life to''come. 'F 
conclude therefore, 'T hat / zhe 
Primitive Chriſtians ' were un- 
Jl 4oubtingly poſſeſſed with a ſtrowg 
© Belief, and moſt firm Perſuaſion, 
J That. whoſoever. fhould truly em- 
Y brace, | profeſs, and live © accor- 
ding to,' the Chriſtian Religion 
in this Life, ' was certainly to be 
made Partaker of ſome great and 
ineſtimable Happineſs - in "the 
Life to' come. 
XVIII... [That this Belief 
and Perſuafion did not. proceed 
from any Frenzy, or Madneſs, 
2X (which ſometimes. poſleſles 
* Men with very ſtrong Imagi- 
2 nations, ) 1s very. evident; both 
becauſe there'was ſuch a Mul- 
titude 
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titude- of them, who exactly 
agreed un the ſame Scatiments 
and alſo, becauſe it appears, 
both from- the Writings and 
Actions of the Primitive Chri- 
 ſtians, that they were Men of } 
Reaſon and Sobriety, and ſome * 
of them Perſons of great Lear- | 
ning. As evident alſo it is, | 
that it could not proceed from *' 
the Force of any Argument, | 
drawn from the Principles of ? 
bare Natural Reaſon, without 
Revelation. For, What Man !* 
in his Wits, without preten+ 
ding ſome: Revelation from 
Heaven, could ever be perſua- |} 
ded, that the Embracing of the |! 
Religion taught: by ſuch a par- | 
ticular Perſon, more than ano- ? 
ther, would make him happy * 
in' the Life tocome? I con- 
clude 
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clude therefore, That the Di/- 
ciples of Jeſus, who preached 
Chriſtianity abroad in the 
World, did convince and ſatisfie 
their Proſelytes, that it was re- 
vealed by Goda from Heaven, 
that whoſoever would believe on 
Y Jeſus, and receive, and live ac- 
FJ cording to, his Religion, ſhould 
= be mage very happy in the next 
Life. 

XIX. The main Argument 
which the firſt Preachers of 
Chriſtianity made uſe of, to 
convince the World that this 
was a Divine Revelation, . was 
this ; viz, Becauſe that Jeſus, 
in his Lite-time, , did perform 
ſuch and ſo many Miracles, 
and wonderful Works, as ſuf- 
ficiently ſhewed, that he had 
his Commiſſion and Power 
from . 
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from God ; and becauſe his 
Diſciples (whom he had ap- 
pointed to teach his Religion 
tothe World) for many Years | 
after his Death, ' did likewiſe | 
continue to work many Miras | 
cles in- the Name of Jeſus; | 
Which ſhewed, that God was * 
with them in what they did 3 
and: taught. The things by 
them alledged to have been | 
performed by Feſus, were {ſuch 
as theſe : That he: healed all } 
mannerof Diſeaſes and Diſtem< ? 
rs with a Touch, or barely 5 
with a'Word ſpeaking ; That 
he gave Sight to the Blind, 
Hearing to the Deaf, - Speech 
to 'rhe Dumb, and Strength } 
and Agility to the Lame and * 
Maimed/;. That he raiſed ſe-- © 
veral Perſons from the m_—_ | 
and. * 
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and that he himſelf aroſe-from 
the Dead, after he had been 
W ccucified, and a Spear thruſt 
Finto his Vitals, and had lay'n 
Fdead 1n a Sepulchre unto the 
F Third Day ; And laſtly, Thar, 
F after his Reſurrection, having 
YFleveral times appeared to his 
, YDiſciples, and converſed with 
Y them, for the ſpace of Forty 
 HDays, he was, at laſt, openly, 
Yand 1a their fight, taken up as 

F live into Heaven. The things 
Jalledged to have been done by 
his Diſciples, were, 'The Hea- 
Jling the Sick, the Lame, the 

FI Maimed, &c. and, in a par- 
F ticular manner, their Speak- 
Ting all Languages, - although 
3 they never had learned them. 
J That all thele things were pre- 

; ——_—_ by the firſt Preachers of 
Chri- 
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Chriſtianity, is confeſſed on all 
Hands. And, undoubtedly, 


I 
\ 
they muſt needs, at leaſt, pre-Wt 
tend ſomething that was very 
extraordinary, or elſe they ne-M\ 
ver could have converted ſuch 
vaſt Multitudes, under ſo ma- Wc 
ny Diſadvantages as they W! 
and their Religion Was. ] 
That theſe things were not W! 
only pretended, but really and 
aQually performed, is, in my 
Opinion, uncontrollably evin-$ 
ced from the Teſtimony of the 
Diſciples themſelves, Who de- 
clared theſe things for Truth 
unto the World ; Who could 
not themſelves be deceived in 
thoſe Matters of FaCt;of which 
they pretended to have been W 
Eye-Witneſſes; Who never © 
would go about to impoſe a ? 
Lye 
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Lye upon the World, by 
y, @ which they could propoſe to 
themſelves. no manner of Ad- 
y vantage in this Life, nor (if it 
were a Lye) in the Life to 
hYcome ; Who never would have 
- Yexpoſed themſelves to Povers« 

ty, to Ragks, to. Gibbets, to. 
.FFire and Faggot, (in a Word) 
tWto all ſorts of Torments- and 
Deaths, only for the ſake of a 
fruitleſs and unprofitable Fa- 
Able; Who being Men of un: 
» Mblameable Lives, for their Mo- 
TFality, had, doubtleſs, more 
Honeſty and Integrity, than 
o affirm thoſe things for cer- 
Main Truths, which they muſt 
 Wieeds know to be mere Invens 
tions; Who were too many 
Sn number, and too void of 
raft and Guile, to combine 
together 
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together in framing a falſe 
Story, and none of 'them e- 
ver to betray or diſcover 'the| 
Cheat ; Whocould never hopej 
to impoſe the Belief of ſuch a 
Story upon a curious and in- 
quiſitive Age (ſuch as that was 
wherein they liveÞ) if it had 
been falſe,and therefore would 
certainly never have attempt- 
ed it, if they had not known 
it to have been true ; And; 
Laſtly, .who, inſtead of con- 
vincing ſuch Multitudes as 
they did, muſt needs have been 
palpably diſcovered, and ex- 
poled to the World for a Com- 
pany of lewd Cheats and Im: 
poſtors, in pretending that 
ſuch and ſuch things ' were 
done in the Land of Fades and 
Jeruſalem, (and done openly 

too, 
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too, in the Face of the World, 
when 1t was ſo calie a matter 
to go or ſend to. the PRncky to 
make Enquiry, and ſo to find 
out the Cheat,if a Cheat it had 
been. But that theſe ſame Mi- 
racles, and wonderful Works, 
did far ſurpaſs both the Courſe 
of Nature, and the Power of 
Art, is very evident: That 
they were not perform'd by 
the Aſſiſtance of any wicked 
Spirit, does ſufficiently ap- 
pear ; becauſe the very Intent 
and Deſign of them was to 
propagate a Doctrine in the 
World, which, by all, muſt be 
allowed to teach the pureſt, 
and moſt ſtrict Morality ; to 
which it cannot be imagined, 
that any Impure and Evil Spi- 
rit would contribute. any was 
c 
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It remains therefore, that theſe 
things muſt needs have been Wl 
performed, either by the im-| 
mediate Power and Afſiſtance 
of God, (who is both the Fra- 
mer and Controller of Nature) 
or (which is the ſame thing in 
efftet) by the Mediation and 
Miniſtry of good Spirits, who 
always aCt- obediently to his 
Will. So that (whether me- 
diately, or immediately ) 1t is 
God who is to be looked upon 
as the Original and Author of 
all thoſe wonderful Things, 
which were done by Jeſus, and 
his Diſciples. Now then ; Since 
God did interpoſe his Power, 
to work {uch ſtrange and ſtu- 
penduous things, for the Pro- 
pagation and Confirmation of 
that Doctrine which was 
taught 
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taught by Jeſus and his Difci- 
ples ; This, I think, is a ſuffi 

ient Demonſtration, that their 


e MDoQtrine was certainly true. 


For, Who can imagine that 
od ſhould make ufe of his ex- 
traordinary Power, only to 
heat and deceive the World 
into the Belief of a Lye? I 
onclude therefore, That the 
Primitive Chriſtians had ſuffi- 
tient Reaſon to believe, that it 
vas revealed by God from Hea- 
en, that whoſoever would be- 
lieve on Jeſus, and receive, and 
live according to his Religion, 
ould be made very happy in the 
ext Life ; this very thing be- 
ing the grand Point of Do- 
Qrine, which Jeſus and ' his 
Diſciples taught and preached 
to the World. And if we are 
| {ure 
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{ure _that the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians had Reaſon ſufficient to 
believe this ; from hence it fol- 
lows, That we have [ufficrent 
Reaſon to believe it alſo., 

XX. But Jeſus himſelf be- 
ing long ſince aſcended into 
Heaven, and his Diſciples, 
who firſt preached the Goſpel, 
departed out 'of the. World ; 
here, 1 think, it is neceſſary to 
enquire, to whom, or to what 1 


muſt apply my ſelf, that (amidſt 
the ſeveral Parties in the 


World, who all call themſelves 
True and Orthodox Chriſtians, 
each condemning all others but 
themſelves) 1 may be truly and 
ſurely informed what is the true 
and genuine Religion or Do- 
Frine of Jeſus, which I ought 
to recerve, and live according 

to 
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to, in order to my future Happi- 
neſs. For, if I do not this, I 
muſt either reject the DoQrine 
of Jeſus, and ſo loſe my future 
Happineſs ; or elſe take it al- 
together upon Trult, and by 
chance, and then *tis odds but 
I light upon the wrong, and 
mult needs run a very great 
hazard, And though he who 
is:in a Miſtake, and cannot 
tell how to helpit, will, doubt- 
leſs, find an eafie Pardon from 
God ; yet. he who falls into 
Errour, for want of moderate 
Care and Diligence to find out 
the Truth,.:has, I think, no 
pretence either to Pardon, or 
{o much as to Fity. 

XXI. The Roman Catho- 
licks do tell me, that I muſt 
apply my ſelf. to the Church. 

38 * This 
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This Church they define to be, 
that Society of Perſons who 
profeſs Faith in 7 own Chriſt, 
and live in Subjection to, and | 
Communion with the Pope, 
or Biſhop of Rome. This 
Church they ay is infallible; 
and not only does not, but} 
cannot err in any DoQtrine of 
Religion. Gothen, ſay they, 
tothis Church;-and receivethe 
DoQrine- which -ſhe- teaches; 
and there you have, certainly 
and infallibly, the' true and 
pure Doftrine of Jeſus Chriſt, 
But I cannot give my Aﬀent 
to follow this: their DireCtion, 
becauſe I find ſuch great Diff» 
culties urmy way as, I think, 
are inſuparable ; at leaſt, I am 
{ure,ſuch asT am notable tov 
vercome. For, Firft, Although 
| I 
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it may be a certain Truth, that 
there ſhall always bea Church, 
that is to ſay, a Company of 
People, ſome where or other, 
proteſſing the true Chriſtian 
Religion, as long as the World 
{hall laſt ; yet what ſolid Proof 
can be brought, that this par- 
ticular Society. of Men, who 
live in Communion with the 
Pope, or Biſhop of Rome, are 
alone the true Church, and 
ſhall always keep and main- 


tain amongſt them the true 


and uncorrupt DoQtine of Je- 


fus Chriſt ? This Matter be- 


ing a Queſtion of Revelation, 


and poſitive Inſtitution, is un- 
capable of being proved by a» 
ny Argument drawn from Na- 
tural Reaſon. And, as for the 
Texts of Scripture which they 

C2 alledge, 
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alledge, it is even ridiculous to 
think, that any ſober and un- 
prejudiced Perſon ſhould be 
convinced by them ; (as will 
evidently appear to any one, 
whoimpartially reads what the 
Romiſh and Proteſtant Divines 
have written on this Contro- 
verſlie : ) For there are none of 
thoſe Texts, but are fairly and 
naturally capable -of another 
Interpretation ; and muſt be 
very much ſtrained and wreſt- 
ed, to make them countenance 
the Romiſh DoQtrine. Beſides 
that, the Divines of the Church 
of Rome do generally teach, 
That no Man can be ſure of 
the Authority or Senſe of any 
Text of Scripture, ( eſpecially 
af it appear to. be any way 
doubtful,) except he _— 
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the Propoſal and Interpretation 
thereof from this their Church, 
which they ſay 1s infallible. 
So that a Man muſt of neceſſi- 
ty believe the Infallibility of 
their Church, before he can a- 
ny way be ſure of the Credit, 
or even of the Senſe, of thoſe 
Texts of Scripture which they 
bring to prove it. And then, 
What need is there of Scri- 
pture-Arguments to prove a 
thing, which muſt be acknow- 
ledged, before the Arguments 
can have any force, oreven be 
as much as certainly under- 
flood? And if they tell me, 
that the Fathers, and ancient 
Chriſtian Writers, do teſtifhe 
thus much of the Church of 
Rome ; I can only ſay, that 
the Proteſtarit Divines ( who 
1 ſeem 


52 A Gentleman's Religion, 


ſeem tome to be Men of as 
much Learning and Integrity 
as the Romiſh ) do declare, that 
it is far otherwiſe. Nor have 
I Skill enough in Language 
and Antiquity, to take upon 
me to judge of this Diſpute. 
Neither do I underſtand, by 
what Aurhority the Writings 
of thoſe Perſons, who are ac- 
knowledged to have been ſub- 
ject to Errours, ſhould be ob- 
truded on me as a Rule of my 
Faith, or as a ſufficient Argu- 
ment to determine my Afent 
in ſo weighty a Matter. Se- 
conaly, Suppoling, but not 
granting, that in the Church 
of Rome the true and pure Do- 
Qtrine of Jeſus Chriſt was pre- 
ſerved ; yet {till it is granted, 


that particular and private 
Men, 
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Men, who live in the viſible 
Communion of that Church, 
may teach falſe and corrupt 
DofQtrine, Here then I de- 
mand, How ſhall I certainly 
diſtinguiſh the Doctrine of the 
Church, from the Opinions of 
private Men ? And how ſhall 
I certainly know what is the 
true Meaning of the Church's 
Dodtrine ? 'They of the Church 
of Rome are not agreed -who it 
is, that has Authority to de- 
clare and expound the Do- 
Arine of their Church ; whe« 
ther it be the Pope, or a Gene- 
ral Council ; or neither alone, 
but both together, Or if they 
were unanimous 1n this Point, 
yet how ſhall I know whether 
{uch a particular Perſon, who 
polleſles the Chair, be a true 

C.4q and 
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and lawful Pope;or fuch a par- 
ticular Aſſembly, a true and 
lawful General Council? Or, 
Suppoſe they could ſatisfhie-me 
in this Demand, yet there is 
no Council now ſitting ; nor, 
if there were, could I go to 
them, or to the Pope, to re- 
ceive Inſtruction ; nor can the 
Pope, or a Council, be at lei- 
fure to ſatisfie the Demands of 
every private Enquirer. How 
then can I be ſure that this or 
that particular Perſon does 
both rightly underſtand, and 
faithfully propoſe the DoQtrine 
of the Church to me ? Eſpe- 
cially, ſince there have been, 
and ſtill are, eminent Mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome, 
who have accuſed each other 


of corrupt DoQrine, and even 
of 
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of Hereſie it ſelf, But, Third» 
ly and Laſtly, There do ap- 
pear tome to be much ſtronger 
Arguments to prove that the 
Church of Rowe has aQtually 
erred, and corrupted the Do- 
Qrine of Jeſus Chriſt, ( in the 
Caſe of Tranſubſtantiation , 
and ſome other her Teneats,) 
than any. that can be bronght, 
to prove her to. be infaliible. 
And until I can be other wiſe 
convinced, I cannot but cuit- 
clude, That #o follow the Guz- 
dance of the Roman Church, 1s 
uot the way to embrace the true 
and pure Doftrine of Jeſus. 
XXII. Some there are who 
tell me,. that, to find our the. 
true and genuine Doctrine of 
Jeſus, I muſt have recourſe to 
the Tradition of the Church : 
C5 And 
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And thus they ſet forth the 
Matter.. Firſt, They ſuppoſe 
that the true and genuine Do- 
Arine of Jeſus was undoubted- 
ly taught by his Apoſtles, and 
firſt Diſciples. Seconaly, That 
if any one did, or ſhould have 
gone about to ſpread any falſe 
or ſpurious DoQArine, whilſt 
theſe Apoſtles and -Diſciples 
were yet alive; They who 
were {ent on purpoſe, by Je- 
ſus, to preach his Doctrine , 
and-were owned, and ſubmit- 
ted to accordingly by all Chri- 
ftian Churches, both could 
and would immediately con- 
vince all Churches of the falſe- 
neſs or ſpuriouſneſs of ſuch 
pretended DoGQtrine. Third- 
ly, That the Doctrine of Jeſus 
being 1n all Churches publick- 


ly ! 
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ly and conſtantly taught and 
preached, every ſucceeding 
Age and Generation -mult 
needs know, and could not 
poſſibly be ignorant , what 
their Fathers, and immediate 
Predeceſflors owned and taught 
as ſuch. Fourthly, Thar there- 
fore, if, at any time whatlſoe- 
ver, any new or ſpurious Do- 
Ctrine was, or ſhould be, ven- 
ted, by any Perſon or Perſons, 
as the DoCtrine of Jeſus, 
all Chriſtians muſt preſently 
know that this was none of 
his Doctrine, becauſe it was - 
not taught them as ſuch, by 
their immediate Predeceflors. 
Fifthly, That therefore it is 
impoſſible that any new and 
{purious DoCtrine could ever 


be broached in the World, asa 
part 
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part of the DofQrine of Jeſus, 
but it muſt needs meet with 
great Oppoſition : For all Chri- 
{tians do maintain, That it 1s a 
Sin to teach, or knowingly to 
own, any thing as the Doctrine 
of Feſus, which is not really ſo. 
Sixthly, That however ſome 
Men, out of Pride or Intereſt, 
may own and contend for any 
fuch novel DoQtrines, yet it is 
impoſſible that any ſuch Do» 
Qrine ſhould ever come to be 
univerſally received by the 
whole Church, except we 
could ſuppoſe, either that the 
whole Church ſhould joyn to- 
gether to involve themſelves 
and their Poſterity for ever in 
a Sin ; orelſe, that a few Men, 
who firſt ſhould vent an Opi- 
nion, could ſo impoſe upon the 

whole 
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whole World, as tomake them 
believe, that what they all 
muſt know to be a new and 
upſtart thing (becauſe they re- 
ceived it not from their Fa- 
thers and Predeceſlors) was a 
part of the ancient Doctrine of 
Telus, which was all along, 
from Hand to Hand, delive- 
red down to them : Both 
which things are abſurd to 
conceive or imagine. And 
Laſtly, That no part of the 
Doctrine of Jeſus, once deli- 
vered, could ever be oblite- 
rated, or wholly forgot in the 
World ; becauſe every Age of 
Chriſtians, ffom the very firſt, 
who undoubtedly received the 
whole and entire DoQtrine of 
Jeſus, knew themſelves to be 
indiſpenſably obliged, both by 


God's 
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God's Command, and alſo by 
that Love and Charity which 
they owed to their Poſterity, 
to teach the ſame full and en+ 
tire Doctrine which they re- 
ceived, unto their Children, 
and thoſe who were to come 
after them. Go therefore to 
the Church ( that is, to the | 
Church of Rome, ſay the Pa- 
piſts ; tothe Univerſal Church, 
5.e. to all Chriſtians, ſay ſome 
Proteſtants,) and (ee what are 
the Dorines which are, and 
have been univerſally main- 
tained ; of whoſe Beginning 
noother Account can be given, 
but that Jeſus anl his Apoſtles 
taught them to the World : 
And there you have the entire 
and uncorrupted Doftrine of 


"Telus. But to this Lanſwer, 
That, 
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That, indeed, where there is 
an univerſal, or a very large 
and general Tradition concer- 
ning any thing ; and where, 
from the nature of the thing it 
ſelf, it appears to be highly ra- 
tional and probable, that there 
is not, or could not be, any 
Errour or Miſtake in the mat- 
ter; in ſuch a Caſe as this, no 
Man, I think, but an obſtinate 
Sceptick, will offer to with- 
ſtand the Evidence of ſuch a 
Tradition. But, let a Tradi- 
tion be ever ſo general, or even 
univerſal ; yet, if it can be 
ſhewn, that there is not only a 
poſſibility, but alſo a fair like- 
lihood, and probability, that 
there may be a miltake in the 
buſineſs ; "then, I think, no 
Man can juſtly be blamed, RN 

E 
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he refuſes or ſuſpends his Aſ- 
ſent, until the Teſtimony of 
ſuch a Tradition be cleared 
and vindicated from thoſe ra» 
tional Prejudices and Excepti- 
ons which may lie againſt it. 
Now, if. it were fo, that all 
Errours and Miſtakes-did ever 


immediately appear in their 
perfect Formzand full Growth, | 


at their very Beginning ; then 
it were- moſt rational to con- 
clude, that all Men muſt needs 
take notice of their firſt Ap» 
pearance z and conſequently, 


that, in all Iikelihood, any ſuch |} 


Errour mult needs meet with 


many more Opponents, than | 


Abettors. But, on the contra» 


ry ; it may well be ſuppoſed, | 


that Errours may have ſprung 
up 1n the World, from ſuch 


{mall | 
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ſmall beginnings, and by ſuch 
ſlow. and unperceivable de- 
grees, that, after ſome Ages, 
it may be impoſſible for a Man 
to diſcover them to be Errours, 
except he has ſome other Rule, 
beſides Tradition, to try them 
J by ; viz. cither the Rule of 
Scommon Reaſog, or ſome an- 
Jcieat and unaltered Writing. 
As for Example : Is it not ra- 
tional to conceive, that, in the 
firſt Agesof Chriſtianity, they 
who preached and writ popu- 
hr Diſcourſes, might, very in- 
F nocently, and to good purp ſe, 
make uſe of Rhetorical Flights, 
& and Figurative Expreſhions, to 
ftrike the Fancies, and move 
the AﬀeQions of the People to 
Vertue and Piety? And is it 
not likely enough, That thoſe 
wha 
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who came after them, might 
not only ſtrive to imitate, but 
alſo to out-do them, in bolder 
Flights, and mere ſtrained 
Schemes of Expreſſion ? And 
is it not alſo probable enough, 
That,in long proceſs of Time, 
Ignorance, generally -over: 
ſpreading the Face of the 
World, and being joined with 
a. profound Veneration for 
thoſe ancient Preachers and 
Writers, might begin to 1nter- 
pret ſome of theſe Rhetorical 
and Figurative Expreſſions in 
a Literal and Logical Sence ; 
and then conceive, that ſuch 
their Interpretations were real- 
ly and truly the ancient Do- 
Etrines delivered down to 
them ? Eſpecially if we confi- 
der, that there may have been 
ſome 
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ſome Men of great Power and 
Repute in the World, who 
Fn might have taken a pride and 
F delight, or whoſe Intereſt it 
might have been, to amuze 
the People with myſterious 
) F Notions and Fancies, and to 
' F keep them 1gnorant of the 
' | Truth. And thus it appears 
| to be, not only poſſible, but al- 
{o probable:enough, "That Er- 
rours and Miſtakes, as to the 
ancient Doctrine of Jeſus; 
mighr come to be generally _ 
received, without any confide- 
rable or notorious Oppoſition 
given to them ; or that ſuch 
Oppoſition might 1oon be ſup- 
preſſed and over-ruled by the 
Power and Reputation of ſuch 
prevailing Men. From all 
which I can but conclude, 
That 


= .» 
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That though the general Trad 
fon or Teſtimony of the Church 
anay be a good Help, yet it may 
not always be a certain Rule, to 
lead me to the entire, and unal- 
ered Dofrine of Jeſus. 
XXII. Others there. are, 
who tell me, That, to find out 
the true and entire Doctrine of 
Jeſus, I muſt apply my ſelf to 
the holy Scripture ; that 1s to 
ſay, to the Books commonly 
called the Old, and the New 
Teſtament. And becauſeTI look 
upon this to be the right Wa 
I ſhall briefly and plainly del 
ver my Thoughts, 1n relation 
to theſe Books. And firſt, of 
the New Teſtament. That the 
New Teſt ament, as it was Cx- 
tant in the Greek Tongue, has 
been ever univerſally owned 
by 
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by all Chriſtians, as contain- 


ing a true (though ſome deny 
it to be a full ) Account of the 


J Life and DoQrine of Jeſus, is 


a thing ſo notorious, and ſo 
univerſally acknowledged,that 
I carinot find the leaſt Ground 
or Reaſon to queſtion it. Now 
the Hiſtory and DoQtrine of 
Teſus being ſo well known un- 
to the firſt Chriſtians, by the 
Preaching of his Apoſtks and 
Diſciples ; and they being fo 
ready, upon all Occaſions, to 
lay down their Laves for the 
Truth of Chriſtianity ; it can- 
not be imagined that ever they 
would fo readily and univer- 
ſally receive and own ſuch a 
Book, if it had contained any 
thing in it which was difſo- 
nant from that DoCtrine which 
they 
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they had received. It is con: 
'feſſed, indeed, that ſome 9 
thoſe Books which make up 
the Volume of the New Teſts 
ment, (that is to ſay, the Ep» 
ftle to the Hebrews, that of 
St. James, the Second of St. Pe 
ter, that of St. Fude, the $6 
cond -and Third of St. John, 
and the Revelations, ) were not 
ſo ſoon, and ſo univerſally re 
ceived, throughout the Chri- 
ſtian Church, as the reſt of the 
Books were. The Reaſon of 
which, apparently, was not, | 
That theſe Books contained a- 
ny thing in them contrary to 
what was delivered 1n the 0- 
ther Books of the New Teſt- 
ment, ( tor he that reads the 
whole, will plainly find, that 


there.is a very compleat Agree- 
ment 
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ment between them; the only 
ſeeming Diſcord, of 'St. Paul's 
Juſtification by- Faith, and St. 
James's Juſtification by Works, 
being exaCtly and fully recon- 
ciled, by conſidering, That St. 
Paul means no other. Faith, 
but ſuch as worketh by Love, 
Gal. 5. 6, and St. Fames, no 
other Works, but fuch as pro- 
ceed from Faith; Fam. 2. 22.) 
But becauſe it was-not at firſt 


univerſally known, whe were 


the Authors of them. Which 
abundantly ſhews the Care 
and' Caution of the Chriſtian 


Church, in not being haſty to 


receive and. admit any. Books, 
as authentick Records of their 
DoQtrine, without very good 
Warrant-for fo doing. And 
therefore, ' ſince theſe ſame 

| Books 
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Books were, in a very little 
time after, received, and own» 
ed to be of equal Authority 
with the reſt of the New Teſta 
ment; | cannot but from thence 
conclude, That thoſe Churches 
which, at the firſt, doubted 
concerning theſe Books, did 
{oon receive moſt full and an 
ple SatisfaCtion in that matter, 
from thoſe who had. before re- 
ceived them. I conclude there- 
fore, That the Book of the New 
Teſtament, as it was extant in 
the Primitive Times, in the 
Greek Tongue, did.contain 43rue 
rue of the Dottrine of Fe- 
K5 

XXIV. That innumerable 
Copies of the New Teſt ament 
were, -1n a yery little. time, 
diſperſed through all places 
where 
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where Chriſtianity was plan- 
ted ; That it has been, at diffe» 
rent times, and 1n very diſtant 
places, tran{lated 1nto all ( or 
almoſt all) Languages ; And 
that Copies, both of the Origi- 
nal, and many of the ſeveral 
Tranſlations, have been pre- 
ſerved with much Care, in a 
great many diſtant Parts of 
the World, 1s allowed by all, 
and denied by . none.” From 
whence I think we may ga- 
ther, Firſ#, That where the Gene- 
rality of the Greek Copies of the 
New Teſtament do agree :7: the 
very ſame Words, there we have, 
undoubtedly, the true and authen- 
tick Words of the New Telta- 
ment. For, although ſome 
Miſtakes might. creep into 
ſome Copies, either through 
the 


the Wiclednefs or Negligence 
of ſdme particular Men ; yet, 
where ſo many Copies of 'a 
Book: have been ſo carefully 
preſerved, -and'in ſuch diſtant 
Parts of the World, it is not to 
be imagined,” that the ſelf- 
fame Errour, in any Expreſ- 
ſioh, ſhould ever be propaga- 
ted through”'the Generality of 
them.** Secondly, That where 


the Words of Expreſſions of di- 


vers Greek Copies do differ one 
from another ;, yet if the Senſe 
and Meaning be etattly the [are 


. , \ . 1 . 444 
7n all, or almoſt all, there we 


have tertainly the true Senſe and 


Meuning 'of the *'New Teſta- 
ment." For” it 15 ealte to ap- 


prehend, that a Tranſcriber 


migtit; by a ſinall Miſtake, put 
one Word'or Expreſſion Wl the 
_ 
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ſame Stgnification,: inftead of 
another : But that * the ſame 
Senſe ſhould be Pot of. | 
preſerved in all, or almoſt al 
Copies, is not to be imagiged, | 
except it were the true 'Senſe " 
delivered fromthe Begianing. 
Thirdly, That. if there may be 
found any frets Reading: in ” 
divers Copies of the New Te- 
ſtament, which diſagree © in” 
Senſe, as well as in Words, 
( which ſcarce ever happens in 
any thing which is accounted 
a material Point of Religion) 
then it (eems to be moſs fit and * 
proper to admit of that Reading 
and Senſe which beſt agrees with 
the Tenour of the whole ; with 
the ancienteſt, and beſt efteemed 
Tranſlations ; and with the evis 
aent Principles of ſoind Reafos. 
2 Ana 
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Aud if any place be ſo obſcure, 
as that none of theſe Ways will 
afford any Light into its Meay- 
ing, then I think that no ſtreſs 
ought to be laid upon it in any 
weceſſary part of Religion. 
XXV. But ſome will de- 
mand, How are we ſure of the - 
Senſe and Meaning, even of | 
thoſe places of the New Teſt a- 
mext, Where there is no diffe- 
rence about the Words? In 
Anſwer to this, I have already 
ſhewn, (S. 21. ) that we are 
not to follow the Guidance of 
the Church of Rope, to know * 
the true Doctrine of Jeſus ; 
Nor therefore, conſequently, 
to know the true Meaning of 
the New Teſtament, in which 
his DoQtrine is owned to be 
contained. I have ſhewa alſo, 
'  (%. 239) 


A Gentleman's Religion. 75 


(s. 22.) That though general 
Tradition may be a good Help, 
yet may 1t not always be a cer- 
tain Rule to lead one to the 
unaltered DoQtrine of Jeſus ; 
nor therefore, conſequently, to 
the true and genuine Interpre- 
tation of the New Teſtament. 
Since therefore there is no 0+ 
ther way to be found, I con- 
clude, That the New Teſta: 
ment. #s to be interpreted the 
ſame way that other Books are; 
that 1s, by conſidering the 
Senſe and Propriety of the 
Words and Sentences, and the 
ordinary Figures of Speech, as 
they are commonly uſed in the 
ſame Book, and in others 
written in the ſame Lan- 
guage, and about the ſame 
time ; together with the Scope, 
D 3 Drift, 


75 &Gentlemarys Religion, 
Drift, , Coherence, and Occa- 
fion of the Diſcourſe. Towbich 
End, every Man that is learned, 
being bound . to-uſe his beſt 
Endeavour to know the Will 
of God, ( as I have ſhewn, 
S. 14.) 2s obliged, according to 
the meaſure of his Learning, to 
conſult Lexicans, Comment a- 
tors, and ancient Writers, and 
to uſe all other Helps ; that he 
may both ſatisfie himſelf, and 
alſo be able to inform others. 
XXVI. But perhaps I ſhall 
be.told, That when a Man has 
done all this, to.the belt of his. 
power, yet, after all, he may 
be miſtaken ; as it appears, that 
many Learned Mean are; fince 
they oppoſe and contradift.one 
another about the Meaning of 
the NewTe/tament.To this] an- 
| wer, 


Ul 
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ſwer, That finceI have ſhewn, 
($. 3.) that all neceſlary things 
( whether as to Behef, ar-Pra- 
Ctice) in Religion, are cafe; to 
be underſtood ; I muſt from 
hence conclude, That 4 ſober 
and honeſt Enquirer cannot eaſoly 
be miſtaken in the Interpretation 
of thoſe places of the New Te- 
ſtametit, which do contain. any 
neceſſary part of Religion. And 
as tor other;parts-and paſlages 
.of it;. if Men would be but 
peaceable, (which 1s plainly 
enough- commanded. 1n.'the 
New Teſt ament,) their Miſtakes 
about-them could do no harm. 
And, again ;- Since I. have 
{hewn, (S. 14.) iT hat God re- 
quires ,n9, more, from a: Man, 
but. his beſt. Endeavours..to 
know. and perform his Will ; 
Da4 I do 
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TI do hence conclude, "That if 
4 Man be miſtaken in his Inter- 


pretation even of = uch place 


as contains ſome neceſſary part of 
Religion ; yet, if this Miſtake 
be purely an Errour of the Un- 
derſtanding, and does not pro- 
ceed from any Neglett, or wilful 
Fault of the Perſon ſo miſta- 
king ; God will never be __ 
with him for it., And then, 
What hurt can there be in ſuch 
a Miſtake 4s this? 

XXVII. But it may be de- 
manded, What ſhall they do 
to find out the Meaning of the 
New Teſtament, who do not 
underſtand any thing of the 
Greek, which is the only aus 
thentick Language of this 
Book ? Which is evidently the 
Caſe of much the greateſt pay 

Q 


of Mankind. Ianſwer, That 
he who is ignorant of the Greek 
Tongue, being yet oblige to 
uſe his beſt Endeavour, ($. 14.) 
muſt do the beſt he can, by read- 
ing ſome Tranſlation, or Tranſ- 
lations of it ;, (01, if he cannot 
read himſelf, by hearing thens 
read ; ) and by asking and en- 
quiring from ſuch of his Ac- 
quaintance as he believes to be 
Perſons of Simcerity and Kpows 
ledge, to know what is the Senſe 
and Doftrine of the New Te-= 
ſtament, and the Will of God 
therein contained. And, fince 
God requires no more from any. 
Man, but his beſt Endeavour, 
($. 14.) it follows, That if ſuch 
a Man be miſtaken, and cannot 
help it, God will not be offended 
with him neither for it. 
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XXVYVIII. And one thing 
more let me add, for the ſake 
of thoſe who are not skilled in 
the Greek Tongue ; viz. That 
ſince there have many Tranf- 
lations been made of the New 
Teſtament, moſt of them by 
Perſons well skilled in Lan- 
2unges, of good Repute for 
their Honeſty and Integrity, 
and who could not but know 
before-hand, that their Tranſ- 
lations would be narrowly fGf- 
xed and examined by learned 
Men; ( which mult needs 
make them careful to commit 
as few Faults as they could ; ) 
and fince all thoſe things which 
God requires from Men, muſt 
needs be cafie enough to be 
uaderſtood,($ 3.)and therefore 
Ealie to be tranſlated and ex- 
| prefied 
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preſſed is any Lidglidge ; I 
cannot but conclude, That 2 0- 
ber and imparttal Enquirer may 
be very well aſſured of the Do- 
Hrine of Jeſus, tweh from the 
Trau/lations of the New Telta- 
meiit, though he does hot lnider- 
fend the Geek Ovivknit. And, 
for as fnuch asIcan un ern 
of the matter, if Men . dit 
ſtand only a the honeſt and 
downright Senſe and Meanin 
of plain Places, ( which oil 
_ cangive us good Affurance in 
Religion, ) and woul not 
quarrel about critical Niceties 
in ſuch Texts as are confeſſed- 
ly obſcure, I believe there is 
ſcarce any Tranſlation of the 
New Teſtament 10 defective, 
but might be a Og 
Guide to any ſober Man, to 
2 kad 
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lead him to the Doctrine of 
Jeſus. 

XXIX. Having thus ſpoken 
what I deſigned of the New 
Teſtament, 1 come to ſay ſome- 
thing of the O/d, And here, 
that the Jews, in the Days of 
Jeſus, had aniong them a Book, 
written in the Hebrew, and 
ſome ſmall part of it in the 
Chalace-Tongue , which we 
now Call the. 0/4 Teſtament, 
which they called the Holy 
Scripture, and eſteemed as che 
Word of God, is a thing be- 
yond diſpute. That this Book 
was owned and acknowledg- 
ed, quoted and referred to, and 
all People exhorted and encou- 
raged to ſearch and ſtudy it, as 
the Word of God, both by Je- 
{us himſelf, and alſo by his Di- 

———__ {ciples, 
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ſciples, is moſt evident to any 
one who reads the New Teſt a- 
ment. From whence I muſt 
conclude, That the Dottrine of 
that Book, as it was then extant, 
is to be effteemed as part of the 
Dofrine of Feſws ; and that 
thoſe Laws and Commands which 
are there to be found, are to be 
kept and obſerved by all Chri- 
ſtians, the Followers of Jeſus 
except where it can be ſhewn that 
Feſus has freed us from the Ob- 
ligation of them. 

XXX. Moreover, ſince this 
Book has been tranſlated into 
as many Languages, and as 
many Copies of the Original 
have been carefully kept, in 
diſtant Parcs of the World, as 
of the New Teſtament ; I do 
conclade, That the very ſame 
things 
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things which juſt now were ſail 
conterning the + oras, = Mean- 
ing, and W iy of interpreting the 
New Teſtament, vil hold Go 
concerning the Old Teſtament 
alſo, as far as they car} be dccom- 
modated to it. 

XX XI. There are ſoine cer- 
tain Books and Fragments, 
which among the Proteſtants 
are well known by the Name 
of Apocr;phal, to which the Pa- _ 
piſts give the Title of Deutero- 
canonical, T hefe Pieces the Pa- 
piſts cotitend to be a teal part 
of the 0/4 Teſtament, and of 
equal Authority with the other 
Books of it : But the Prote- 
ſtants will not allow their Au- 
thority to be ſacred, although 
they grant that there are many 
uſeful and profitable things 

CON- 
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contained in them. Now, he 
that is not able to ſearch into 
Antiquity, for the Reſolving 
of this Controverſie, may by 
another way be fatisfied about 
it, For, ſince the Fews (from 
whom the Chriſtians oripinal- 
ly received the Scriptures of 
the 01d Teſtament) do all of 
them, and ever did, unani- 
mouſly reject theſe ſame Apo- 
cryphal Books and Fragments, 
as being no part of their Holy 
Scripture ; I think it may from 
hence be ſufficiently conclu- 
ded, That, as fo the Controver- 
fre about the Aporryphal Scri- 
pture, the Proteſt ants are in the 
right, and the Papiſts in the 
wrong. And yet, if the Au- 
thority of thoſe Pieces were as 


great as the Papiſts would 
have 
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have it, I ſee not how it could 
make any Alteration in my 
Religion. For I do not find 


any thing in them, but what * 


is eaſily .reconcilable with the 

reſt of the holy Scripture. 
XXXII. But there are ſome 
Difficulties which ſeem to ariſe 
concerning what I have dif- 
courſed, to which it will be 
neceſſary to give a full and 
 ſatisfaQtory Anſwer. And, 
Firſt, If all be granted that has 
hitherto been ſaid ; yet, how 
ſhall I be ſure that the Book of 
the holy Scriptures contains, 
not only truly, but alſo* fully 
and entirely, the DoQrine of 
Jeſus ; ſo that nothing is to be 
elteemed as a part of his Reli- 
g10n, but what is contained in 
the Scripture ? To chis I 
| - might 
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might anſwer, That there are 
ſeveral Paſſages in the Scri- 
pture it ſelf, which do give us 
to underſtand, that the whole 
Law and Will of God, as far as 
it is needful for Man to know 
them, are contained in thoſe 
holy Writings ; ( as the Prote- 
ſtant Divines do ſufficiently 
make appear, 1n the Manage» 
ment of this Controverſie a- 
eainſt the Papiſts.) But, wa- 
ving this, I thiak it is enough 
to ſay, That it is not, indeed, 
impoſſible in it ſelf, but that Je- 
ſus might have made known other 
Particulars of Dottrine, and of 
the Will of God, befides what ts 
conſigned to us by the Scripture. 
And if any Man can effetFually 
prove, that any ſuch Dottrine or 


Precept was delivered by him ; 
T think, 


88'AGentleman's Religion: 
T think, that whoſcever is cox 
vinced of the Proof, ought to be 


lieve that Doitrine, and obey |- 


that Precept, which appear to be 
ſo delivered. But he that ages 
his hearty and ſincere Endeavour 
fo find out the Dottrine and Wil 
of God, delivered to Man by Je- 
ſus, and is not able, with all his 
Diligence, to diſcover any more 
of it, than what is recorded in the 


Scripture ; if he faithfully keeps, 


Al 


and obſerves as much of it as he 
is able there to diſcover, it is 
plain that God requires no more 
from bim,($.14.) and therefore 
certainly will not puniſh him, 
for want of any thing farther. 
XXXIII. Secondly, It may 
be objetted, That in Reading 
theſe Books, there do appear to 
be ſome Paſſages which are in 
them- 
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themſelves abſurd, and contra- 
ry to theplain DiCtates of eve- 
.ry Man's Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding ; and ſome which are 
irreconcilable with one ano- 
ther. Now, that the DoCtrine 
of Jeſus 1s certainly true, muſt 
be allowed, becauſe it is- con- 
firmed by ' God. That both 
parts of 'a Contradiction can- 
not be true, is acknowledged 


«|. by all Men : And ro Man, I 


think, can own that for a 
Truth, which is contrary to 
the plain DiCtates of his Rea- 
fon and Underſtanding; which 
to every Man 1s, and muſt be, 

the Standard of all Truth 
| whatloever For there can 

be no Reaſon why any Man 
receives and owns any thing 
for a Truth, but only becauſe 
he 
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ne apprehends it to be confor- 
mabie unto the plain andſelf 
evident Notions which are ale 
ready planted in his Mind, |; 
Here then it may be deman- |, 
ded how it can be poſſible that |; 
theſe Scriptures ſhould contain | ; 
the true and «ncorrupted Do- 
Arine and Religion of Jeſus? 
Tothis I anſwer : Firſt, T hat I 
cannot find any appearance of s 
Contradiftion, throughout the 
Holy Scriptures, in any Point of 
Dotrine, or Rule of Manners, 
but what is ſo eaſie and obvious 
to be reconciled, that no Man, I 
think, of Candour and Inge- 
nuity, but would be aſhamed 
to object it. Secondly, And, 
as for thoſe few ſeeming Diſcor- 
dances, which do occurr in the 
Circum#t ances of ſome Hiftorical 
Nat» 
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Narrations ;, though I, perhaps, 
am zot able to reconcile them, 
yet it may be that the things 
I rhemſelves may not be abſolutely 
irreconcilable. But ſuppoſe they 
were, yet it is 20 derogation to 
[the Truth of the Hiftory, (as to 
\ | the main ſubHance of it, ) or of 
the Dottrine contained in the 
holy Scriptures, that ſome of the 
Sacred Writers have been miſt a- 
ken in the Relation of ſome [mall 
nd inconfiderable Circum#tan- 
ces, Thereare ſeveral Hiſto- 
rians and Chroniclers, which 
give an Account of the Life 
and Reiga of many of our 
Kings of Expland; and al- 
though they differ in many 
Circumſtances of things, yet 
'* this was never made an Argu- 
'e Fmnent to doubt of the Truth na 

E 
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the main. Hiſtory , wherein 
they all agree. And why may 
not the Scripture-Hiſtorians be 
as favourably cenſured as all 
other Hiftorians in the World: 
are? Thirdly, There are ma- 

ny things which are above my 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
which I cannot- comprehend 
in my Mind, nor frame a clear 
and diſtin Notion of ; which 
yet I cannot ſay, are contrary 
to-my Reaſon: Becauſe(though 
they are above my reach, yet) 
I do not find that they do con- 
tradit any of thoſe plain and 
ſelf-evident - Principles which 
are implanted. in my Under- 
ſtanding. For Example, I am 
not able diſtinaly to appre- F 
hend how the ſmalleſt Particle 


of Matter, which- can be af- 
ſigned, 
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igned, 1s yet 1a it {elf capable 
F being for ever divided ; ſo 
hat no part of Matter, though 
er ſo ſmall, can ever be fo 
nuch as conceived to be abſo- 
utely 1ndiviſible. And yet this 
s ſo far from being contrary 
o my Reaſon, that my Rea- 
0n it ſelf does fully ſatisfie me 
hat the thing is ſo, . though I 
mnot able to comprehend the 
anner of it. . The ſame thing 
o may be ſaid concerning 
e neceſſity of ſome thing be- 
1g without any Beginning. 
of which, ſee $..5, 6.) Now, 

I meet with any thing in Scri> 
ure which is thus above my 
Reaſon, but not contrary to it, I 
mnot refuſe my Aſſent unto it. 
I mean always, upon a Supe. 
litzon' that the Words do ap- 


| | Pear 
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pear evidently to carry ſuch a 
Senic.) For 1 cannot conclude 
ſuch'a thing to be impoſlible: 
Becauſe Ido not tind it contra- 
ry to my Reaſon, though a- 
bove it. And if #bea thing in 
my Apprehenſion poſſible, 1 
mult believe it to be true, 
when I find that God has de- 
clared it ſo to be. Other 
things, again, there are, which 
are directly contrary unto 
thoſe ſelf-evident Notions and 
Principles, which my Reaſon 
finds to be connatural with it 
ſelf, For Example ; That « 
Patt is equal to the Whole ; and 
ſuch like Abſurdities. Now, 
if any ſuch Propoſutions as theſe, 
which are contrary to my Reaſon, 
ſhould occurr to me in Scripture, 
I cannot poſſibly believe them 8 

to . 
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be true in a Literal Senſe ; (for 
that were to renounce the clear 
Dictates of my Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, upon which 
the Certainty of all things 
which I believe or know, 1s ul- 
timately built ; and without 
which, I could have no Cer- 
tainty of the Being of God, or 
the Truth of any Religion ; ) 


and therefore I muſt needs under- 


ſtand: them to be meayt figur a- 


tively. And that Figure which 
beſt agrees to ſuch Words, ac- 
cording to the moſt common 
Cuſtom of Speech, and is moſt 
conformable to common Senſe 
and Reaſon, I think, is always 
to be preferred. I never read 
any Book, to my knowledge, 
but in it I found many Ex- 
preſſions which, taken mY 
an 
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and ſtrictly, were abſurd and 
ridiculous ; but, taken figura- 
tively, as*tis evident they were 
intended, did contain very 
good Senſe and Meaning. 
Since then the Holy Scriptures 
were written in ſuch Words 
and Expreflions as were com- 
monly uſed among Men in 
Speaking and Writing, why 
ſhould we think that ſtrange in 
them, which is ſo uſual in all 
other Books ? 

XXXIV. Thirdly, It may be 
objeted, That this DoCtrine 
which 1 have taught, leaves 
every Man entirely to his own 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, to 
find out the true Religion, and 
the Way to Heaven. Now, 
ſince there is ſo great a diffe- 
rence between the N _ and 

en- 
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Sentiments of different Men, 
it muſt needs follow, that, all 
Men being left wholly to 
themſelves, there muſt neceſ- 
farily be great Variety, and e» 
ven Contrariety, of Opinions 
among them concerning Reli- 
gion. And it God requires no 
more from every Man, but to 
do his beſt Endeavour, and to 
chuſe that way which he 
thinks to be the trueſt ; from 
hence it will follow, That two 
Men who are contrary one to 
another in the Point of Reli- 
g10n, may yet both be 1n the 
right Way to Heaven ; and a 
Turk, or a Heathen, may be ſa- 
ved, as well as a Chriſtian, if 
they are but ſtrongly perſua- 
ded that they are in the right. 
I anſwer ; Fir#, That if the 

E 2 Ob- 
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Objection means, that I leave 
every Man to his own Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, without 
any other help, to find out the 
Truth of Religion, it is a mil- 
take. For I have aſſerted, That 
every Man, according to the 
Meaſure of his Learning, | 
ought to make ule of all the 
Means and Helps he can, to 
underſtand the Scriptures, and 
the Will of God, (See F. 14. 
and $. 25.) But if the Meaning 
be, That TI /eave every Man to 
chuſe that Religion which, after | 
a ſerious Enquiry, appears to 
him to be the beſt ; (which is all 
that I contend for;) In thisI 
ſay no more than what all 
Men muſt, and do, ſay, as 
well as I. For, either a Man 


muſt never enquire into the 
Truth 
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Truth of his Religion at allz 
(and then he chuſes his Reli- 
gion by mere chance; and 
fince there are many falſe Re- 
ligions, and but one true, 'tis 
great odds but he lights upon 
a wrong one;) Or, if he does | 


| enquire, either he muſt chuſe 


that which he thinks not 
to be the beſt, (and then he 
ats againſt his Conſcience,) 
or that which he thinks 1s the 
beſt ; Which is what I aſſert, 
and what every Man of Senſe 


| profeſſes himſelf to do. Se- 


condly, As there are many Dit- 
ferences in the Notions and 
Sentiments of Men, concern- 
ing thoſe things which are, in 
{ome meaſure, abſtruſe and ob- 
{cure ; ſo, on the other ſide, 
there are many things ſo appa- 

E 3 rent, 


100 AGentleman's Religion, 


rent, and evident, that Men 
who are ſincere and unbyaſled, 
if they have but common 
Senſe, can never differ about 
them: Amongi{t which, I 
think, T may reckon all thoſe 
things which God requires of 
neceſſity to any Man's Salva- 
tion (S. 3.) And whereas the 
World has, for theſe many 
Years, found, that compelling 
Men to this or that Religion, 
contrary to their own Senti- 
ments, has been fo far from be- 
cetting Unity of any ſort, that, 
on the contrary, it has even di- 
ſtracted Mankind, not only 
with Variety of Opinions, 
(each Party taking a delight to 
thwart other,) but alſo with 
War and Confuſion ; If every 
Man were left to himſelf, to 

follow 
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follow what Religion he plea- 
ſes, (as he ſhall anſwer to God 
for his Sincerity,) it is very 
probable that moſt Men, ha- 
ving no Worldly Intereſt to 
ſerve by this or that Religion, 
would, in time, be brought to 
agree 1n all the great and ne- 
cellary Truths of Religion ; 
which are plain and evident to 
every ſober and inquiſitive Per- 
ſon. And as for things not ab- 
ſolutely neceflary, and of an 
inferiour ſort, ( as I have ſaid, 
F. 26.) if Men would be but 
peaceable, their Miſtakes, and 
conſequently their Differences 
about them, could do no great 
harm. But if Men will ſtill 
differ even about the eſſential 
and neceſſary Parts of Reli- 
gion, I know. no Remedy. for 


E 4 it 
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it upon Earth ; but muſt re- 
fer the Matter wholly to the 
Judgment of God 1n Heaven, 
Thirdly, T do not maintain, 
That he who 1s in an Errour, 
that is, a Twrk, or an Heathen, 
( whatever the ſtrength and 


fincerity of his Perſuaſion may | 


be,) is 1n as ſure a Way to 


Heaven and Salvation, as he 


who 1s an Orthodox-Man, and 
a Chriſtian. How God will 


deal with thoſe that are miſta- | 
ken, and cannot helpit, I do ' 


not determine, All that I 
would infinuate (S. 14.) is, 
That he will not puniſh any 
Man for any Errour, or Miſ- 
take, which he falls into, 
through a pure Defe& of 
his Underſtanding, and not 
through any Fault or N go 

® 


A Gentleman's Religion. 103 
of his Will, But how far be 
will reward ſuch a Perſon for. 
his good Meaning, 1s more 
than 1 can tell. 

XXX YV. Fourthly, It may be 
objeted, That this Doctrine 
does, in effteQ, undermine and 
enervate the Force and Power 
of all Civil Government, by 
opening a Way for all Male- 
factors to eſcape Puniſhment, 
how great ſoever their Crimes 
may - be. If ſuch a Perſon 
ſhould plead thus for himſelf, 
That he was fully perſuaded 
in his Mind and Conſcience, 
that it was the Will of God, 
that he ſhould commit ſuch a 
Theft, or Murther, of which 
he 1s accuſed ; and that there- 
fore, according to this Do« 
Ctrine, it was his Duty, in the 
E 5 ſight 
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ſight of God, to at according 
to this Perſuaſion ; The Ma- 
giftrate, who knows not the 
Hearts of Men, can never be 
able certainly to diſcover, but 
that this is a real Truth, that 
he was ſo perſuaded. And if 
every Man, inall the Duties of 
Religion, is bound to aCt ac- 
cording to his own Senſe and 
Perſuaſion of Things ; with 
what Conſcience can a Magj- 
ftrate puniſh ſuch a Perſon tor 
that Fat, which, for ought he 
knows , it was his Duty to 
commit ? TI will not fay, but 
that it may ſo fall out, that a 
Man may think 1t to be his Du- 
ty to commit the moſt horrid 
Villainies, fince Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf affures his Diſciples,, | 


That the Time would come, 
that 


A Gehtleman's Religion. 105 
that whoſo killed them, would 
think he did God Service, Joh. 
16, 2. And how far God Al- 
mighty will be merciful unto 
ſuch Perſons who commut ſuch 
Fats out of pure Ignorance, 
and not out of Malice, I had 
rather St. Pau! ſhould deter- 
mine than I. (See 1 Tm. 1. 
13.) Butto the ObjeQtion, I 
think it ſufficient to anſwer, 
That the Civil Magiſtrate, as 
well as other Men, 1s bound 
to aCt according to the cleareſt 
Conviction, and ſtrongeſt Per- 
{uaſion of his own Mind. If 
therefore, upon the Examina- 
tion of all Circumſtances, he 
be well ſatisfied, and really be- 
heves, that ſuch a Plea from a 
Maletactor is no real Truth ; 
but only a mere Trick,and Pre- 
tence, 
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tence, in hopes to eſcape Prz 
niſhment ; he ought to take 
no notice of it, but to pro- 
nounce his Sentence according 
to the Law, But that which 
comes up cloſe to the Obje- 
Ction, and which, Ithink, is 
the fulleſt and trueſt- Anſwer, | 
is this; viz. That the Civil 
Magiſtrate has nothing todo to 
enquire or regard how the Mat- Wl. 
ter ſtands between God and the 
Conſcience of the Tranſgreſſor of 
the Law of the Land, ſo as to 
be thereby any way influenced in 
the Paſſing his Judgment. It 
1s enough to him, if he be 
well and throughly convinced, 
that the Laws by which he 
acts, are no way contrary to 
the known Law of God. 
Fhere are many Caſes wheres 

in 
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in a Man offends highly - a- 
gainſt the: Law of God, in 
which the Civil Magiſtrate 
has no Power to inflict any 
Puniſhment on the Offender ; 
becauſe the Fault which he 
may have committed, does 
not, it may be, any way tend 
to the damage or diſturbance 
of the Civil Society ; Which, 
and which only, 15 committed 
to-the Care of the Magiſtrate. 
Such, for Example, are many 
Acts of Covetouſnefs, or of 
Prodigality, and other Sins ; 
apainft which it is not poſſ- 
ble to provide by any Humane 
Laws. And, on the other ſide, 
There are {ome Cales, where- 
in a Man may ſtand abſolved 
before the Tribunal of God, 
and yet be very juſtly _—— 
ned. 
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ned by the Magiſtrate. 'Thus,. 


for inſtance, It a Man has 


committed Theft or Murther, 


and, upon a ſincere and hearty 
Repentance, has obtained the 
Pardon of his Sins from God ; 
yet, nevertheleſs, if ſuch a Per- 
ſon be accuſed, and legally 
convicted, of ſuch Crimes be- 
fore the Civil Magiſtrate ; He 
not only may,burt ought to put 
the Law of the Land in Exe- 
cution againſt him, _— he 
believes him to be ever ſo pe- 
nitent; That it may bea Ter- 
rour unto others. For, it this 
ought not. to. be done, every 
Malefactor, by a pretence of 
Repentance, ( which cannot 
certainly be diſcovered by any 
but God, might eſcape the 
Laſh of the Law : By which. 

Means 


Þ 
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Means all wicked Men would. 
be encouraged to commit all 
ſorts of Crimes. Thus alfo 


 whea the Children of 1/7ae/ 


were commanded by God to 
conquer the Land of Canaan, 
we read how they ſent Spies 
to make a Diſcovery of the 
Land, that they might the 
more eaſily invade it. Now it 
is moſt certain, that.theſe Spies 
did nothing but what they had 
God Almighty's Warrant for ; 
and yet, if they had been ta- 
ken by any of the Canaanitiſh 
Magiſtrates, and legally con- 
victed of their Deſign; Who 
doubts but that it had been 
lawful for. thenr to have pu- 
niſhed them, according to the 
Law of War,. and the Law 
of Nations ? For it is _ 

: 0 
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of the Magiſtrates. Buſineſs, 
to enquire who keeps or tran 
grefſes the Laws of God; 
( for the Law of God extends 
to many Caſes, where the 
Magiltrate's Authority has 
nothing to do;) but they 
who tranſgreſs the Laws of 
the Land, and thereby diſturb 
the Peace: of the Common» 
wealth, are, upon a due Con- 
viction, to be puniſhed by 
the Magiſtrate, (without any 


farther Enquiry ; ) . it being | 
his Buſineſs to.do- every thing | 
which appears to be neceſla- | 


ry for the Preſervation of the 
Weal-Publick, provided that 
he does nothing which is-con- 
trary to the known Laws of 
God, who is the ſupreme King 
and Lord of all, 

XXR YI. 
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XXXVI. But Fifthly, it 
will be objected, That what- 
ever becomes of the civil Ma- 
giſtrate's Power, yet this 
DoQtrine, which here is taught, 
muſt certainly defeat and can- 
cel all that Authority with 
which the Church is endowed 
and inveſted, For, though 
the civil Magiſtrate has no 
more to look after but onely 
the Peace and Preſervation of 
the Common-Wealth ; yet 
{ ſurely it is the Duty of the 
4 Church to take Cognizance of 
I thoſe things which are com» 
mitted merely agaiaſt the 
Law of God, But how can 
the Church call any Man to 
an Account for any Sin or 
Tranſgrefſion, when a Man 
may plead for hunſelf, That he 
thought 
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thought it was his Duty; 
which Plea, if really true (and 
who but God candiſprove it?) 
is ſufficient, according to this 
Doctrine, to juſtifie him be 


fore God; and conſequently | 


to indemnifie him from all 
Cenlures of the Church. To 
this I anſwer, That the Au- 
thority of the Church ( z. e 
of a Chriſtian Society) is two- 
fold: viz. Either that Au: 
thority wherewith it 1s 1nve- 
{ted immediately by God, or 
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that which is conferred on it i 
by the civil Laws and Conſt || 


tutions of the Kingdom or 
Commonwealth. "The latter 
of theſe is a civil Authority, 
though exerciſed by Ecclelt 
aſtical Perſons, becauſe it 1s 


derived altogether from the 
Civil 
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| civil Power; And therefore, 


the Conſideration of it muſt 
be referred to what is but now 
ſaid touching the civil Magi- 
ſtrate. But as for that Au- 


| thority which is given to the 


Church immediately by God ; 
it 15 evidently no more: than 
this, viz. An Authority to 
preach the Goſpel, and to per- 
{wade Men every where to 
receive it ; and an Authority 
to exclude thoſe Men out of 


| | the Society ( that is,out of the 
| viſible Communion of it) who 
| do not profeſs the true Chri- 


{tian Faith, and live accor- 
ding to the Chriſtian Law. 
Other Authority than this 
does not appear to be given to 
the Church by God. And no- 
thing that IT have ſaid, does in 
the 
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the leaſt tend to abridge them 
any way as to the Exerciſe of 
this Power. The Church may 
and ought to preach the Goſpel, | 
and perſmade Men to embrace} 
it. And however any Man may| 
be exruſed before God by invin-l 
cible Iayorance, yet he is not to | 
be ſuffered in the viſible Commu 
nion of the Church, if he does} 
not believe and live as a Chri-| 
140. 

XXX VII. $:xthly,it may be 
objefted that I have ſeveral | 
times in this Diſcourſe made | 
uſe of a DiſtinQion, which | 
DiſtinCtion is nevertheleſs ren: | 
der'd altogether uſeleſs and | 
impertinent by the main De- 
{1gn of the Diſcourſe it ſelf, | 
The Diſtinttion is between 
neceſſary Matters of —__ 

an 
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and ſuch as are . not neceſſary. 
( which 1s referred to, F. 26. 
and elſewhere) But if no Man 
can be obliged 1a any Matter 
of Religion, any farther than 
to do his beſt Endeavour, 
from thence it muſt follow, 
That all things are alike neceſ- 
ſary in Religion, For whatſo- 


J ever is within a Man's Power, 
J according to this Doctrine, is 


neccflary for him ; and what- 
ſoever is not within his Power 
is not neceſlary ; ſo that the 
very ſame thing may be ne- 
—— tha in Reſpect of one Man, 
and not neceſſary in ReſpeC&t 
of another ; which confounds 
the Diſtinction and renders 
it uſeleſs. To this I anſwer, 
That by things neceſſary I mean 
all ſuch as it is a Sin for a Man 
f0 
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fo be ignorant of, if the Know. 
ledge of them be within bis 
Power. Such as are, That Je- | 
ſus is the Son of God, That 
God is to be worſhipped, &c. 
By things not neceſſary, I mean, 
Such as a Man tis not obliged 
much as to ſearch after ; the Ip- 
norance whereof ſhall not be as- 
counted ſinful before God, al. 
though it might have been in 4 
Man's Power to have known 
them, Such are a great many 
curious Speculations, which 
Divines do trouble themſelves 
and the World with ; which 
they themſelves do yet con- 
fels, are not neceſſary to any 
Man's Salvation ; and conſe- | 
quently, which a Man 1s no 
more obliged to trouble his 
Head with, than with - 
r0- 
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Problems, either in Geometry, 


or Natural Philoſophy. 
XXXVIII. Severthly, Tt 


t | may be objected, That this 


Doctrine muſt needs encou- 
rage Men to continue 1n their 
Ignorance, and not to take 
any Care or Pains to inform 
themſelves concerning the 
Truth of Religion, or any 
of the Duties of it. For, Why 
ſhould a Man take any Pains 
to get more Knowledge, 
(which will, it may be, bring 
Trouble in the Practice of it,) 
when Ignorance is no manner 
of Bar to his Salvation ? For, 
let him but live according to 
the Knowledge which he al- 
ready has, and God, it ſeems, 
requires no more from him. 
To this I anſwer, That for « 


Man 
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Mazn to aft according to the beſt 
of his Knowledge, will not ſerve 
his turn; except he has uſed his 
beſt Endeavour, by all Means, 
fo know and underſtand the Will 
of God as perfetty as He can. 
(as I have ſhewn, all Men are 
bound to do, $. 14.) Which, 
though it is a Comfort to 
thoſe who are ignorant, and 
cannot help it ; yet is no man- 
ner of Encouragement or Ex- | 
cuſe for thoſe whoſe Igno- 
rance 1s their own Fault or 
Neglect. 

XXX1X, My Reaſon ha- 
ving thus brought me to em- | 
brace the Chriſtian Religion, 
and diretted me where and 
how to ſeek for the partt- 
cular Doctrines of it ; it fol- 
lows now, that I ſhould by 

£1115 
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this Speculation into Practice ; 
that I ſhould ſearch the Scri- 
ptures with all the diligence 
I can, and ſet my Mind, 
with all its Faculties, on 
work, to find out as much 
as I am able of the Will of 
God , that I may the better 
conform my ſelf unto it. 'This, 
with God's help, I deſign 
ſpeedily to do : And the Re- 
ſult of my Thoughts ſhall 


| be publiſhed to the World, 


if what I here write prove 
acceptable. But, in the mean 
time, I think it not improper 
here to add ſome general Cons 
frderations, which may ſerve as 
Rules and Guides to me, or 
to any other Perſon, who 
ſhall ſet himſelf upon ſuch 
an Enquiry; #o direc} our 


Judge 
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Trudgments aright, to the true 
Dottrine of Chriſtianity, and 
fo keep us from all Miſt«kes 
about it. 

XL. Firſt, Then, I take it 
for granted, 'That the Chri- 


Ntian Religion is calculated 


for Men.of Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding ; that is, That it 


is fit to fatisfie and convince 


every ſober Man, who {& 
riouſly conliders the Argu- 


ments on which 1t relies ; 'Þ 


and is not led aſtray by Pafſ- 
fion, by Prejudice, or World- | 
ly Intereſt. That this 1s fo, 


appears very evidently from 
hence ; Becauſe both Jeſus | 
and his Apoſtles do appeal 


to the common Reaſon and 
Underſtandings of Men, to 


judge of what they taught. 
--  _- 


right 
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Tea, and why, even of your 
ſelves, judge ye not what is 

= Jeſus, Lak. 125 
57, Prove all things, hold 


faſt that which is good, ſays 


St. Paul, 1 The'. 5. 21, Be 
ready always to give an An- 
ſwer to every one that asketh 
you 4 Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in you, lays St. Peter, 
1 Pet. 3.15. Believe not every 
Spirit ; but try the Spirits, 


* whether they are of God, ſays 


St. John, 1 Joh. 4.1. Hence 
then I conclude, That 7here 
can be nothing in Chriſtian 
Religion, which contradicts the 
clear and evident Principles of 
Natural Reaſon. For other- 
wile, a Rational Man could 
not be a Chriſtian. (See $. 


33.) 
F 2 XLI. 
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XLI. Secondly, It appears 
plain to me, that Chriſtian 
Peeligion was calculated, not 
only, ' nor chiefly, for Men 
of great and deep Learning ; 
But alſo for thoſe of ordina- 
ry, plain, and mean Capact- 
ties: That is to ſay, That 
there is nothing neceſſary in 
Chriſtianity, but what may 
be as well underſtood by e- 
very ordinary, illiterate Man, 
as by the greateſt Scholars. 
If this were not ſo, it would 
not be poſſible for an un-| 
learned Man to be as good | 
a Chriſtian as one that is| 
learned : Whereas the con- 

trary 1s moſt apparently de- 

clared in the New Teſt ament. 

I thank thee, O Father, be-| 
cauſe thou ha#t. hid theſe things 


from 
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from the Wiſe and Prudent , 


and ha#t revealed them unto 
Babes, lays Jeſus, Matth. 11. 
25, To which, the Words 
of St. Paul do exaQly agree, 
1 Cor. 1. 19. to Ver). 7. of 
the Second Chapter. And 
the ſame St. Paul gives us a 
Caution, That Philoſophy 
ſhould not carrupt our Chrt- 
ſtianity, Col. 2.8. And warns 
Timothy againſt Science, falſe- 
ly ſo called, 2 Tim. 6. 20. 
But there is nothing ſo much 
as intimated throughout the 
whole Bible, that Philoſo- 
phy, or any other Humane 
Learning, will qualifie a Man 
ever the better, to become a 
Chriſtian, I confeſs, indeed, 
That, as things ſtand at this 
time in the World, it is 

F 3 high» 
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highly convenient that the 
Teachers and Preachers of 
Chriſtianity ſhould be com- 
petently skilled in Humane 
Learning ; that they may be 
the better able to defend 
their Religion , and the Pu- 
rity of it, againſt thoſe who 

uſe ſo much Art and Skill, | 
either to corrupt, or oppoſe 
it. But where a Man ſets 
up, not for a Teacher, but 
only for a true Believer, it 
is evident, from what has 
been ſaid, that he has no | 
need of Scholarſhip; but on- 
ly of a plain and ſober Un- | 
derſtanding, to make him ca» | 
pable of all neceſſary Inſtru- 
Qiion for a good Chriſtian, 
Or elſe, Why ſhould the Go- | 


ſpel be preached lo particularly | 
to 
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to the Poor, Matth. 11. 5. 
who are commonly illiterate ? 
And how ſhould the Poor of 
this World become {ſo rich in 
Faith, as St. James tells us ? 
Fam. 2. 5, From whence I 
think I may conclude, That 
all ſuch Doftrines, the Under- 
ſtanding and Proof whereof de- 
pend either on the ſubtile Spe- 
culations of Humane Philoſo- 
phy, or the Niceties and Cri- 
ticiſms of Grammatical Lear- 
ning, or the curious Kpow- 
ledge of Hiſtory and Antiqui- 
ty, are not to be eſteemed as 


neceſſary Parts of Chriſt iani= 


ry. 
XLII. Thirdly, It is no 
leſs evident to me, that the 
main Deſign of Jeſus, and of 
his Diſciples, whom he ſent 
F 4 to 
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to preach the Goſpel, was, 
to make Men, not wiſer as 
co Matters of Speculation ; 
but better, and more ver- 
tuous, as to their Lives and 
Actions. Kyowledge puffeth 
up ; but Charity edifieth, faith 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. 8.1. Thus 
allo, Chap. 13. of the ſame 
Epiſtle, he gives us to under- 
ſtand, that the Gift of Toxgues 
and of Prophecy,the Underitan- 
ding of all Myſeries, and all 
Knowledge, and Faith, are of 
no value before God, with- 
out Charity. And that by 
Charity, he means a Life 
led in the Practice of Ver- 
tue and Piety , ſufficiently 
appears by the Sequel of that 
Chapter. The ſame St. Pau/ 
tells us, Tit. 2. 13.. That the 

| Grace 


LIMI 
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Grace of Goa that tringeth 
Satvation, hath appeared nnto 
all Mex; ( For what End ? 
To make them more wiſe, 
more learned, or more lofty 
in their Speculations ? -No 
ſuch thing ; But,) reaching 
us, That, denying Ungodlineſs, 
and Worldly Luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
Godly in this preſent World. 
And, to omit a multitude 'of 
Texts, which might be al 
ledged in fo plain a Mat- 
ter ; I ſhall only add what 
we are told, Rom. 2.6, &c, 
That God mill render unto e+ 
very Man according to his 
Deeds, &c. Which is a plain 
Demonſtration, that it 1s our 
Deeds, 'that is, our Practices, 
our Lives and Converfations; 
F 5 that 


123 A Gentleman's Religion. 


that we are chiefly obliged to 
take care of, Igrant, indeed, 
that God may, if. he pleaſes, 
command things that are pure- 
lyCeremonial,and ſuch as have 
no manner of Influence up- 
on Vertue and Morality ; 
As undoubtedly he did unto 
the Children of 1/rae/: And 
if he does command any ſuch 
things, 'tis certain that we 
owe Obedience to them by 
virtue of that Authority 
which God has over us. 
He may alſo reveal ſuch 
Truths as are merely ſpecu- 
lative, and have nothing pra- 
Qiical in them: And who- 
ſoever is convinced of any 
ſuch Revelation, is undoubt- 
edly bound to give his Af- 
{eat to the things ſo revea- 

led, 


4d Gentlemar''s Religion. 129 
led, although - they are be- 
yond the Reach of his Un- 
derſtanding ; (as I have ſaid, 
$. 33.) But from what I 
have here ſaid, I think I 
may conclude, That ſince 
Vertue and Morality are un- 
doubtedly the chief Deſign of 
Chriſtianity, they ought to be- 
chiefly regarded, and attended 
to by all Chriſtians. Nor ought 
any thing which is purely Ce- 
remonial, or Speculative, to 
be reckoned as a neceſſary Part 
of Chriſtian Religion; except 
it appears wery evidently, that 
God has revealed, or comman= 
ded it. Very evidently, I lay ; 
For, when a thing 1s con- 
ceived in dark and doubtful 
Expreſſions; it is very liable 
to be miſtaken ; and he that 
iS 
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is guilty of ſuch a Miſtake, 
can very hardly be charged 
with a Fault. 

XLIH. Fourthly, That the 
Knowledge of- God Almigh- 
ty, his Attributes, and his 
Law, may, 1n part, be ga- 
thered from the Light of Na- 
ture (antecedent to any Re- 
velation) is evident from 
Reaſon, and acknowledged 
by St. Paul. For the inviſi- 
ble things of him from the 
Creation of the World are 
clearly ſeen, being underſtood 


by the things that are made; | 


even his Eternal Power and 


Godhead, Rom. 1. 20, (See* 


Pſal. 19, 1.) And when the 
Gentiles, which have not the 
Law, do by Nature the things 
contaiuea in the Law, theſe 

having 
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having not the Law, are a Law - 
unto themſelves; which -(hew 
the Work of the Law written 
in their Hearts, their Cons 
ſcience alſo bearing Witneſs, 
and their Thonghts the mean 
while atcuſing or elſe excuſmng 
one another, Rom. 2. 14, 15. 
Now although all things re- 
lating to Religion, which 
may be known by the Light 
of Nature, are, I think, a- 
eain repeated and farther ex- 
plained by the Holy Scrip- 
ture; Yet becauſe it may be 
that this will- not appear fo 
plainly to every one, I think 
ir neceſſary here to Note, 
That we are obliged to give 
our Aſſent to thoſe Truths, 
and our Obedience to thoſe 
Laws 
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Laws of Religion which we 
are able to diſcover by our 
Natural Reaſon, although the 
ſame (bould not appear to us 
to be again repeated in Scrip- 
ture, For, for this very reaſon 
St. Paul pronounces the an- 
cient Gentiles to be without 
Excuſe, becauſe that when they 
knew God, that is, had ſome 
Knowledge of him by their 
natural Underſtanding , zhey 


glorified him not as God, by . 


owning and obeying him. 
Row. 1. 20,21, &c, And what 
is it elſe but an Appeal to the 
natural Notiogs of Mankind, 
when he exhorts us, That 
whatſoever things are true,what- 
ſoever things are honeſt, whatſo- 
ever things are juſt, whatſoever 

things 
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things are pure, whatſoever 
things are Lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good Report, if 
there be any Vertue, and if 
there be any Praiſe, we ſhould 
think on theſe things, Phil. 4. 8. 

XLIV. Fifthly, He that 
writes a Treatiſe upon any 
Subjet, whatloever he has 
a Mind that his Reader ſhould 
particularly obſerve andbe con- 
vinced of,he will be ſure to lay 
it down plainly as a main Con- 
cluſion; nor will he fail (if 
he be diſcreet) as often as 
Occafion requires, to repeat 
and referr to it, that the 
more Notice may be taken 
of his Meaning and Deſign. 
Such things as are mentioned 
onely occaſionally and colla- 
terally, 


134 AGentleman's Religtort; 


terally, and not as any part 
of the main Subject of the Dif 
courſe, | are not always ex- 
preſſed with ſo. much Care 
and ExaCtneſs, but that of- 
ten even the meaning. of 
them may be a erbed 
Nor can we. be always cer- 
tain what 1s the true Senſe 
and Opinion of a Writer , 
from ſuch accidental Expreſ- 
ſions ; (which ſometimes may 


be uſed figuratively, ſome. 


times by way cf Allufion or 
Accommodation , ſometimes 
with Reference to the Ca- 
pacity of People, with- 
out any Regard to the lit- 
teral Truth of them) except 
he gives us ſome farther Ex- 
plication of his Mind. From 
whence 
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whence I think I may 
conclude, That the meceſ- 
ary Dottrines and Precepts * 
of Chriſtian Religion, are not 
to be gathered from thoſe 
collateral and occaſional Ex- 
preſſions which are ſcattered 
up and down in the Scriptures ; 
but from the main Scope and 
Deſign of the whole Bible in 
general, and of each Book of 
it in particular. 

XLV. I have thus briefly 
and plainly given, I hope, a 
rational Account of Relt- 
gion ; and of Chriſtianity 1n 
general, If I find that what 
I have here writ 1s likely to 
do any good in the World, 
I ſhall proceed, with God's 
Aſſiſtance, to draw out and 
publiſh 
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publiſh a particular Account 
of the DocCtrines to be be- 
lieved, and Duties to be pra- 


ctiſed; by a Chriſtian. 
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